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"Elvia Alvarado tells the story of her life and the life of the people of Honduras. Read it and

understand the struggle against tyranny of the poor. Read it and act."--Alice Walker
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A strange title for a book that sums up one of the problems of USA's intervention in Central

America. Central American governments often apply their U.S. military aid to curtail any progressive

social change and to reinforce their repressive government. Elvia Alvarado, a courageous Honduran

woman that many would dismiss as simply a rabble-rouser is actually solving what many consider

the main problem of the former banana republic countries. The small wealthy class owns most of

the land to the extent that there is a large landless peasant "campesino" class. An agrarian reform

law was passed in Honduras to lawfully award small sections of large unproductive estates to the

campesinos to overcome this injustice in land ownership. The average campesino is ignorant of this

law or their country's legal system. The situation really seems hopeless, but Elvia and selected

leaders received training sponsored by the Catholic Church. The course trains them to organize the

campesinos to demand their rights. The Campesino struggle is similar to the civil rights marches in

the American South. They might be legally correct through a slow acting legal system, but they often

meet the spontaneous violence of the local authorities before they gain legal access..Other

interesting points brought out by this book is the oppressive condition of women in campesino

society. If a solid family structure is the building block of a healthy society then this is a failed

society. Elvia's own story and others she alludes to demonstrates the disruption of family and the



displacement of children brought about by beatings and live-in conditions offered women when no

other alternative is available.
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